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Northwest Section Members at the
Ninety-Nines International Conference in Vancouver, BC

2024 Air Race Classic Stars

By Theresa White, Greater Seattle Chapter

The 47th Air Race Classic (ARC) is now history. It was a great race with the
usual challenges of weather, but no major issues. As always, it was exciting,
challenging, fun and at times frustrating for the nearly one hundred female
aviators who participated in what is affectionately known as “Fly Camp”
because of the great camaraderie and all it teaches you about yourself, your
airplane, and making aeronautical decisions. If you are unfamiliar with this
annual tradition, you can learn more at www.airraceclassic.org. For a recap
of this year’s race, check out this article in General Aviation News.

~Continued on page 6
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Annual Fall Flying West
NW Section Meeting By Cheryl McCord

GENE NORA JESSEN
Gene Nora Jessen, long-time member and
leader of the Idaho 99s Women Pilots and
The Ninety-Nines Inc. Organization of
Women Pilots, paved the way for so many
women pilots through her passion for
aviation and the telling of her stories such as,
The Fabulous Flight of the Three

Come join us September 13 and 14 in Olympia,
Washington, at our annual NWS fall conference!

Register at https://nw99s.org/meetings or use the online
form at https://forms.gle/YgRNBBJoL9MxH13cA.
The registration deadline is September 3.

The registration form provides all the details on the Musketeers and of those who came before

conference hotel as well as the schedule for the event, in Sky Girls.IWhat an amazing lady! Our

which culminates in the awards banquet on Saturday member, Jan said it well, "So blessed to

evening at the Olympic Flight Museum, featuring a talk by have had her in our lives."

professional pilots about your options in the aviation

industry. The banquet will be catered by award winning ELAINE McCALLEY

restaurant Pellegrino’s Italian Kitchen. Idaho lost its first female commercial pilot
August 4th. Elaine McCalley passed away

Not sure you can make it for the whole event? You can peacefully at the ever-young age of 106. The

come just for the day on Saturday, September 14. Idaho 99s visited her last year. Elaine

The general meeting will be held 9-11:45 am at the remembered landing on the original Boise

DoubleTree by Hilton meeting room, 415 Capitol Way Airport field. Inducted into the Idaho

North, Olympia, WA, 98501. Not able to join us in person? Aviation Hall of Fame 25 years ago, Elaine

We plan to host the Saturday morning business meeting turned 106 on June 5 of this year.

virtually.

Other Saturday activities include a boxed lunch with
keynote speaker Amy Hoover, then tours of helicopter
facilities and the DNR Aerial Firefighting Airbase at KOLM.

Also, take a look at the annual awards on page 10.

This is our annual chance to live these major points of the
Ninety-Nines mission: promote advancement of aviation
through education and mutual support, and share our
passion for flight. It's lots of fun! The Mount Tahoma 99s
are co-hosting the event with Greater Seattle and Western
Washington. We'd love to have YOU join us!

Idaho Chapter in July 2023

Have a friend who wishes they could join the Ninety-Nines?

- The Friends of the Ninety-Nines continues to grow. Encourage your non-flying or
F"e n ds Of th e gentlemen friends to join Friends of the Ninety-Nines. Our Friends receive many
_ benefits including reduced admission to our museums, listing on our “Find a
N I n ety N I nes CFI” webpage, a Friends baseball cap, decal, lapel pin, and much more. For more
information, visit https://www.ninety-nines.org/friends-of-99s.htm.
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Congratulations!
ACHIEVEMENTS AND MILESTONES

Sandra De Witt-Phenning - PPL
Elsie Mann - PPL
Gabriela Damron - First Solo
Juliette Davis - First Solo & NWAACC Scholarship
Yalena Cherkasova - CFl
Sara Baker - IFR
Gina Calvaro - PPL
Hailey Blain - A&P Certification
Chloe Martin - Commercial Written Exam, IFR, & Complex
Mya Desgrosellier - PPL
Ellen Kirby - First Wings Spring 2024
Ashna Sharma - Accepted into PPLI Program
Abigail Burkett - Upset Training
Sarah Baker - IFR
Akira Ushijima - Commercial Drone License & PPL Written Exam
Wendy Rover - 50 hours Cross Country as PIC

Amy Carlow - flew 3 new airplanes (Mooney, Symphony, & Warrior Il)

oy L)

Mya Desgrosellier, Intermountain Chapter

Send achievements and milestones to newsletternw99s@gmail.com for publication
in the next newsletter!
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Join the 99s!

With the Ninety-Nines, you are in the
company of friends! Receive
understanding, encouragement and
strength. Participate in our flying
activities, aviation education, and
community service as you improve
your flying skills and create lifelong
friendships. We welcome you to join
and look forward to meeting you
soon!

Benefits of Membership

e Meet fellow women pilots in your

area

Community service and education

opportunities

Career resources

Scholarships, grants, and awards

Free entry to the Museum of

Women Pilots and Amelia Earhart

Birthplace Museum

¢ Annual Northwest Section
business meeting and conference

e Annual international conference

¢ Northwest Section newsletter

e Straight and Level, the
International 99s newsletter

e Ninety-Nines Magazine

More information:
https://www.ninety-
nines.org/join-99s.htm

Local Chapter Activities

Send chapter updates to newsletternw99s@gmail.com for publication in the
next newsletter!

Left: Columbia Cascade
at Beaches (August 2024)

Above: Mid-Columbia Chapter
Desert Aire Fly-In (May 2024)

Left: Midnight Sun Chapter
Poker Run (June 2024)
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Governor’s Gab b, secthChapple

| stand on the shoulders of some great Northwest Section
governors, and Gene Nora Jessen, who served in 1977, was
certainly one of the greats (see her Air Race Classic photo).
In 1961 she took part in the strenuous research on female
astronaut trainees in a group we now call the Mercury 13.
Then she became a sales demonstration pilot for Beech
Aircraft, one of the “Three Musketeers.” Later she operated
the Boise Air Service with her husband at Boise airport for
many years. You can read all about her life, work, and
inspirations in The Fabulous Flight of the Three Musketeers
and Sky Girls: The True Story of the First Women's Cross-
Country Air Race. In the Ninety-Nines, she participated
actively in her Idaho chapter and eventually was elected
International Ninety-Nines president for the 1988-90 term.
Gene Nora flew to new horizons on May 21, 2024. Gene Nora Jessen

Wall Street Journal and Flying Magazine both had great coverage of her this summer. | learned from the
WSJ article that her tenure as Ninety-Nines president “was busy and ambitious, and included traveling to
Jordan to expand the Ninety-Nines into the Arab world for the first time.” Wow. And we were glad to see
the nice tribute to her in the program of the International conference held in Vancouver, BC, Canada,
July 3-7, 2024.

Speaking of which, we had spectacular weather and a turnout
of more than a dozen Northwest Section members and a
handful of 49Ys at the Pinnacle Hotel Harbourfront in
Vancouver. A few, notably Richland, WA, residents Diane
Lambert and her husband Steve, flew in their own planes to
Boundary Bay Airport. However, | do have to say the central
California contingent of ten planes traveling there together
outdid us. My husband Niklas and | arrived on the hotel
doorstep via Harbour Air from Lake Union in Seattle, and many
attendees got to take scenic flights in DeHavilland Beavers and
Otters. Talks we attended included speeches by aviation
leaders Kendra Kincade and Major General Jamie Speiser-
Blanchet of the Royal Canadian Air Force, discussions of flying
NWS Governor Beth Chapple, Erin Trobaugh, for a cause and improving safety, and a seminar called “Laugh,
and NWS Secretary Marian Jensen in Vancouver  Learn, Lead” that got us all thinking of ideas for spicing up
meetings and bringing new resources to our chapters.

I'm very much looking forward to our fall conference at Olympia Regional Airport (KOLM), where some of us
will fly in but all of us women pilots will be hangar flying for sure. This is our chance to learn what each of
our chapters has been up to all year and celebrate individual accomplishments: new wings, ratings, and
more. May you all get some flying in during the coming months.



Air Race Classic

Continued from page 1

This year's 2,269nm route started
in Carbondale, IL, and ended in
Loveland, CO, with stops in
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, lllinois,
Minnesota, Missouri, and Kansas.
Forty-seven teams competed in
two classes, Competition and
Intercollegiate, including at least
one team from the NW Section:
Sherry Kandle (Idaho Chapter) and
Monica Weyhe (Crater Lake
Flyers). You can see the results of
the race here. This Race in Review
slideshow presentation includes
pictures of racers and volunteers

from across the route.

The main public focus each year is on the racers because they are the stars. They invest money, time and
training to complete all the requirements of registration and race preparation, and then they put all their
knowledge and experience in play to fly the “perfect cross country.” Whether a new or returning racer,
competing in the Air Race Classic is quite an accomplishment!

But in the background is a special group that makes the race possible--the numerous volunteers across the
route. This year, we had over 200! They supported the racers and ARC in so many ways by providing food,
transportation, fueling, ramp management, timing, help with mechanical issues, and much more. Many
work long hours in sometimes extreme weather conditions: heat, wind and rain. They plan for months, help
get donations of food and other items, and some plan activities to involve their local community. They give
up their personal time (some take off work) and often travel to do it. Most are new because the route
changes each year, but some enjoy it so much, they return each year to help at a stop in their region.
Despite all the hard work, every year | hear numerous stories of how rewarding and fun it was! To me,
volunteers are stars, too! | feel this way because | am a longtime member of the all-volunteer ARC Board of
Directors in charge of the Route Division which includes, among many other things, organizing and briefing
volunteers at all the enroute stop airports.

Not surprisingly, many of the volunteers are 99s! This year, most of the stops were in the North Central
Section, and members came out in full force to help. We often have stops in the central and eastern
sections but not too many have been in the Northwest Section. However, next year four of the eight enroute
stops as well as the Terminus are in our section: Gillette, WY, Rock Springs, WY, Jerome, ID, La Grande, OR,
culminating in Spokane, WA.

If you live in any of these areas and would like to get involved, please contact me at
route@airraceclassic.org. Or enter the race! Let's show off our Northwest Section stars!
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Aviation & Space Events Education

by Jenn Sturgill

Intermountain Chapter Members
at Skyfest, June 2024

Stephanie Hughes visited Summer Express with her
hot air balloon Chairlift One to share about the
science of ballooning and piloting

Hi ladies! If you did not catch our first post in the Q2
newsletter, we are pumping life back into the 99s Aviation &
Space Education program. First up, we have our section
meeting in September and need all chapter leaders to fill
out this form by Monday, August 26 so we know what kinds
of events each chapter has been conducting. Entries into
this form will help us build a repository of events we can
refer to for ideas and collaboration opportunities.

If you have not registered for the NW 99s Section Meeting in
September, please do so here:
https://forms.gle/fmYxcRonc4DFzwDx6.

There are some other amazing resources out there that
many of you may not know about yet, so we want to
highlight them here. A couple we mentioned in the last
newsletter:

e Ninety-Nines Webinars: https://www.ninety-

nines.org/webinars.htm (check out the Q2 newsletter for

our faves)

e PPLI Program: https://www.ninety-
nines.org/professional-pilot-leadership-initiative-ppli.htm

If you are new in your journey or even if you are well on your
way, this free Ultimate Pilot Guide might be helpful. This free
course promises to save you time and money while learning
to become a pilot. If you are wanting to become a ground
instructor (BGI/AGI/IGI) or CFI/CFII, then there is a really
good account on Instagram you should follow called
SAFEPilots. They have something called a CFI PRO
Workshop that is aimed towards augmenting your CFl
journey and educational toolkit. As your Aviation & Space
Education Chair, | am personally connected with the
SAFEPilots creator (David St. George) and I'm looking into a
seminar this group can do for the 99s. Lots of really great
information in their blogs as well - check it out!

We are starting to look into different fundraising events or
ideas, so we would love your feedback in this form by the
time we have our section meeting:
https://forms.gle/3rWGHcykyyGUb7RDA. We appreciate
your participation!

Also, don't worry about not knowing all the resources out
there, because rest-assured, we are making it our job to
scour the internet for these amazing resources so we can
share it with you all in the newsletter!

If you have any questions, you can email Jenn at
nw99saviationevents@gmail.com. We have so much to learn
and an amazing network of supportive ladies. Let's make
sure we connect! Blue skies!
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Calendar of Events

DATE EVENT

8/16 - Arlington Skyfest KAWO, Arlington, WA

8/18 https://www.arlingtonskyfest.com/

8/17 Wings Over Sandpoint Fly In Breakfast KSZT, Sandpoint, ID
https://idahoaviation.com/event/wings-over-sandpoint-fly-in-breakfast/

8/17 Northwest Antique Airplane Club Scholarship Fundraiser Pie-In KSPB, Scappoose, OR
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hL9Mbivr6sBCiNEi41 YOHNHkVenywrr

8/17 - Bremerton Airshow KPWT, Bremerton, WA

8/18 https://bremertonairshow.com/

8/22 - Fair Weather Fly-In 68S, Davenport, WA

8/24 https://www.davenportwa.us/index.asp?SEC=24AD9584-6D65-4831-BFDE-546296152404

8/23 - Airshow of the Cascades S33, Madras, OR

8/24 https://cascadeairshow.com/

8/24 Tacoma Narrows Airport Day KTIW, Gig Harbor, WA
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/8134/Tacoma-Narrows-Airport-Day

8/24 Hangarfest Museum of Flight, KBFI, Seattle, WA
https://www.museumofflight.org/Exhibits-and-Events/HangarFest

8/24 - Wings over Willamette Fly-In and STOL Wars 7S5, Independence, OR

8/25 https://wow-flyin.com

8/28 Aviation Scholarships Workshop & Seminar KVUO, Vancouver, WA
www.RoseCityWomenlInAviation.com/scholarships (Columbia Cascades Chapter sponsor)

8/31 - Oregon International Air Show KMMV, McMinnville, OR

9/2 https://oregonairshow.com/

9/7 Cashmere Airport Day 8S2, Cashmere, WA

(Mid-Columbia 99s booth)

9/7 - Hood River Fly-In 4S2, Hood River, OR

9/8 https://www.waaamuseum.org

9/12 - Northwest Section Annual Business Meeting

9/15 Hosted by the Greater Seattle, Western Washington, and Mount Tahoma Chapters
https://nw9%9%s.org/meetings

9/21 Gooding Airport Fly-in Breakfast & Open House KGNG, Gooding, ID
https://idahoaviation.com/event/gooding-airport-and-fly-in-and-breakfast-kgna/

9/26 - First World Flight Adventure Museum of Flight, KBFI, Seattle, WA

9/29 https://www.firstworldflightcentennial.org/

9/27 - Air Race Classic Derby

10/6 https://derby.airraceclassic.org/race-information.htm

9/28 First World Flight Centennial Celebration Sand Point, Seattle (NOAA & Magnuson Park)

https://www.firstworldflightcentennial.org/

Submit event information to newsletterNW99s@gmail.com.
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Scholarship Deadlines

DATE

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION

8/15

Calvin L. Carrithers Aviation Scholarship
https://www.globalair.com/scholarships/

8/31

Sheltair & Avfuel Scholarship
https://www.avfuel.com/AVTRIP/Maximize-AVTRIP/Scholarship-Opportunities

8/31

National Agricultural Aviation Association Scholarships:
Ag Wings of Tomorrow Scholarship
https://www.agaviation.org/career/scholarships/ag-wings-of-tomorrow-scholarship/

Charles Stokes Memorial Turbine Training Scholarship
https://www.agaviation.org/career/scholarships/charles-stokes-memorial-turbine-training-

scholarship/

9/1

Montana Aviation Scholarship applications open
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/aviation/scholarships.aspx

9/6

Women in Corporate Aviation Scholarships
https://www.wca-intl.org/scholarship-opportunities/

9/15

National Agricultural Aviation Association Support Scholarship Media Contest
https://www.agaviation.org/career/scholarships/support-scholarship-media-contest/

9/16

Lyons Aviation Foundation PPL Scholarship applications open
https://lyonsaviation.org/aviation-scholarship/

9/30

Joyce Lin Memorial Foundation Scholarship
https://joycelinfoundation.org/

9/30

Soaring Society of America Scholarships:
Junior CFI-G Scholarship
https://www.ssa.org/junior-cfi-g-scholarship/

Kolstad Award College Scholarship
https://www.ssa.org/kolstad-college-scholarship/

Spirit of Dr. John H. Campbell Junior CFI-G Scholarship
https://www.ssa.org/dr-campbell-cfi-g-scholarship/

9/30

CAE Entry Level Jet Scholarship
https://www.memberleap.com/members/form.php?orgcode=UAA&Tid=6914977

9/30

Figure1 Foundation Scholarships: (training at KSZP, Santa Paula, CA)
Tail-wheel Endorsement
http://www.figure 1foundation.com/apply/

Upset Recovery, Spin Training, Introduction to Aerobatics
http://www.figure 1foundation.com/apply/

10/1

First Wings Scholarship fall 2024 (International Ninety-Nines)
https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm

10/11

Women in Aviation International 2025 Scholarships
www.WAI.org/scholarships

10/31

Leroy Homer Scholarship application opens
https://leroywhomerjr.org/scholarships/



https://www.globalair.com/scholarships/
https://www.avfuel.com/AVTRIP/Maximize-AVTRIP/Scholarship-Opportunities
https://www.agaviation.org/career/scholarships/ag-wings-of-tomorrow-scholarship/
https://www.agaviation.org/career/scholarships/charles-stokes-memorial-turbine-training-scholarship/
https://www.agaviation.org/career/scholarships/charles-stokes-memorial-turbine-training-scholarship/
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/aviation/scholarships.aspx
https://www.wca-intl.org/scholarship-opportunities/
https://www.agaviation.org/career/scholarships/support-scholarship-media-contest/
https://lyonsaviation.org/aviation-scholarship/
https://joycelinfoundation.org/
https://www.ssa.org/junior-cfi-g-scholarship/
https://www.ssa.org/kolstad-college-scholarship/
https://www.ssa.org/dr-campbell-cfi-g-scholarship/
https://www.memberleap.com/members/form.php?orgcode=UAA&fid=6914977
http://www.figure1foundation.com/apply/
http://www.figure1foundation.com/apply/
https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarships.htm
http://www.wai.org/scholarships
https://leroywhomerjr.org/scholarships/

Scholarship Deadlines

DATE SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
11/1 ISA+21 Scholarships (International Society of Women Airline Pilots)
https://isa21.org/scholarship/
11/1 EAA Scholarship applications open
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/learn-to-fly/scholarships/eaa-flight-training-scholarships
11/9 Epic Flight Academy Scholarships (for high school students)
https://epicflightacademy.com/aviation-scholarship/
11/29 Dan L. Meisinger Sr. Memorial Learn to Fly Scholarship
https://www.nata.aero/scholarships/dan-lI-meisinger-sr-memorial-learn-to-fly-scholarship
12/27 Pioneers of Flight Scholarship
https://www.nata.aero/scholarships/pioneers-of-flight-scholarship
12/31 Able Flight
https://ableflight.org/scholarships
12/31 Figure1 Foundation Scholarships (training at KSZP, Santa Paula, CA)
Fixed-wing PPL
http://www.figure 1foundation.com/apply/
Aerobatic Judge Certification
http://www.figure 1foundation.com/apply/
MORE SCHOLARSHIP LISTINGS:
https://www.ninety-nines.org/scholarship-reqgistry.htm
https://www.ninety-nines.org/other-scholarships.htm
http://www.flightscholarship.info/
http://www.flightscholarship.info/aviatrix-scholarships.html

Submit scholarship information to newsletterNW99s@gmail.com.

Annual Awards

At the fall Northwest Section meeting banquet on September 14, we will award women and chapters whose
achievements in the past year inspire us. You can read full details about the awards at
https://nw99s.org/awards. The period for award consideration is from July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024.

Traditionally chapter chairs nominate our award winners.

Behind The Clouds award: someone or a whole chapter that has contributed a lot to the success of
a Ninety-Nines chapter in the Northwest Section or the section as a whole.

Spinning Prop award: the person who has logged the most noncommercial flight time between July
1, 2023 and June 30, 2024. Submit logbook entries of 25 hours. Submit your hours and a photo or
photocopy of the complete first and last logged pages during that period to NWS Awards Chair
Bonnie Molitor (bonniemichele@outlook.com).

Aviation and Space Education award: the chapter that has made the most contributions to
Aerospace Education during the year.

Governor's Award: honors a NWS Ninety-Nine for her achievements or contributions to aviation.

Hot Pavement Award: chapter that have been active in airmarking during the last year.
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